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Background - MUTCD

• States are statutorily required to adopt 

the Federal Highway Administration’s 

(FHWA’s) Manual on Uniform Traffic 

Control Devices (MUTCD).

• The 2009 MUTCD mandated that 

all states establish a mile-based 

exit numbering system. 

• Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and 

Delaware are the only three states 

remaining in non-compliance.

• All others have either fully converted 

or have started conversion efforts.



Background - Massachusetts

• MassDOT has committed to FHWA to comply with mileage-based exits by 

January 2022.

• Massachusetts currently utilizes a sequential exit numbering method

• Non-compliance “could result in withdrawal of Federal-aid funds”

• The MUTCD requirement applies to all controlled access roads with exits, 

meaning interstates and freeways

• MassDOT owns the only roads that the requirement is applicable to.



Conversion to mile-based exit numbering system will be 

implemented on a route-by-route basis

• Starting in Western MA and moving eastward

• For individual routes, exit numbering conversion will 

take place east to west or north to south.

“Old Exit” signs will be installed at each converted exit for a 

minimum of two years. 

Construction will begin in late Summer of 2020

Overview



Sign Design - Advance
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Sign Design – Exit Gore
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Benefits



Exception to the New Requirements



Construction Schedule



FAQ’s - Impacts



FAQ’s

Sign will not change until 
late Summer of 2020



Public Outreach

• Legislative Briefings

• Stakeholder and Public 

Meetings

• Press release

• Social Media 

• Mapping service providers 

• Changeable Message Signs

• Project Website

• Interactive Map

• Online Meeting

• Comment Tool

• Project Video


